Preprotachykinin-A gene expression in the forebrain of Sardinian alcohol-preferring and -nonpreferring rats.
Increasing evidence suggests that TKergic mechanisms might play a role in ethanol intake control. Preprotachykinin-A (PPT-A) mRNA brain levels were measured in Sardinian alcohol-preferring (sP) and Sardinian alcohol-nonpreferring (sNP) rats. PPT-A mRNAs were about 50% lower in sP than in sNP rats in the bed nucleus of the stria terminalis (BNST), whereas levels in the olfactory tubercle (Tu) were about 30% higher in sP than in sNP rats. Our findings suggest that altered PPT-A gene expression might contribute to the different ethanol preference and intake of sP opposite to sNP rats.